
Training Name: Tactics

Course Name: Basic Sniper Certification Course

Dates: 11/09/2026 - 11/13/2026

Venue: Lubbock Police Department Range
Lubbock, TX 79407

Price: $500

Instructors: Kolton Pirkle

Course Description:
The Basic Sniper Course introduces students to the fundamentals of precision marksmanship and the duties of a law
enforcement sniper. This course is designed to prepare the student with the abilities and confidence to deploy as a sniper
immediately upon return to their agency as well as to set the groundwork for continued of training. The week will focus on
developing a solid foundation in the basics of utilizing a precision weapon system and functioning in the role of a SWAT
Rifle Team member.

 

Topics Covered:

Precision rifle familiarization, setup & fitting
Fundamentals of rifle shooting 
Ballistics & ballistic apps
Mil/MOA measurements 
Dialing vs using the reticle
Zeroing procedures 
Accounting for POI shifts
Supported and unsupported positional shooting
Tripod utilization
Equipment selection
Cleaning a precision rifle
Legal liabilities and case law
Scouting & final firing position selection
Ingress and egress route planning
Hide construction
Range estimation
Rapid engagement tactics
Trajectories & wind
Long range shooting (1000 yards)
Moving targets
Stress shooting
LE Sniper mission
Precision carbine applications
Observation & intel gathering
Low-light operations
Command initiated shots
Qualification

 

Days 1, 2, 4 & 5 will be held at the Lubbock PD range (11648 SH-114 W, Lubbock, TX 79407)

Day 3 will be held at the Caprock Rifle Club range (2511 US-380, Brownfield, TX 79316) This training site is around 35
minutes from Lubbock.

 

INSTRUCTOR BIOGRAPHY:



The Lubbock PD Rifle Team has over 40 years of combined experience serving as Law Enforcement snipers. LPD SWAT
snipers are also 4x winners of the TTPOA Sniper Challenge. Kolton Pirkle has 11 years of Law Enforcement experience
with the Lubbock Police Department. He is currently assigned to the LPD Training Academy and is a member of the LPD
SWAT Rifle Team. As an 8 year member of the SWAT team, Kolton has participated in numerous tactical operations
including the service of high-risk search/arrest warrants, armed/barricaded subjects, event overwatch, dignitary protection
and hostage situations. He has been a firearms instructor for 9 years and teaches several shooting disciplines including
handgun, carbine, precision rifle, dynamic pistol/rifle, LPVO, MRDS, NVG, shotgun & ballistic shields. He is also a
traveling adjunct instructor for In Extremis Performance and ALERRT. Kolton has trained local, state and federal law
enforcement personnel all over the United States and in Canada. Kolton has practiced precision rifle shooting for 15
years and is heavily involved in various types of competitive shooting sports, including sniper competitions, SWAT
competitions, precision gas gun, USPSA, 2-gun and others. Kolton is a Master class shooter in USPSA and has over
thirty 1st or 2nd place finishes in these various sports.

 

PREREQUISITES:

All students are required to be either current law enforcement or active-duty military assigned to a tactical unit and in
good standing.  Students must be able to provide valid agency credentials on the first day.  This course will entail some
physical activity, so students should be physically fit and healthy.

*NOTE* One of the days will start later and run into the evening hours, allowing for low-light training. 

THIS IS A CERTIFICATION COURSE - THE STUDENT WILL HAVE WRITTEN AND PERFORMANCE EXAMS THAT
THEY MUST PASS BY THE END OF THE COURSE.

 

Equipment List:

Eye and ear protection
Tactical clothing 
Range clothing (sun hoodies)
Inclement weather gear
Precision rifle capable of shooting 1.5 MOA
Precision optic with at least 10x magnification and associated tools for adjustment
Duty carbine
Rifle sling
Bipod
Support bags
Cleaning kit
Note taking material
Range finder
Weather meter
Tripod
Binos/spotting scope
Clip-on night vision (if available)
Handheld or weapon light
Folding chair
Sniper pack
Gas Mask
Precision rifle open-air duty ammo: 500 rounds (Preferably match grade. No armor piercing or tracer ammo)
Precision rifle barrier ammo: 40 rounds (if applicable)
Carbine duty ammo: 200 rounds
Urban & rural concealment items (black sheets, camouflage, tacks, clips, rubber bands etc.)
Sunscreen
Shooting mat
Vest
Helmet
NVGs (if available)
Any other callout gear



 

Food/drinks are not provided during this course. We will have working lunches and students will need to bring
their lunches/snacks so that they can eat during classroom instruction.

 

Inquiries regarding the course, payment or other questions can be directed to Kolton.pirkle@ttpoa.org.

 

Credit card payment is strongly recommended. If paying by check, make check payable to “TTPOA” and reference “Basic
Sniper Lubbock - Reg 5.”  Mail check to:

TTPOA

PO Box 304

Burnet, TX 78611

 

For early registrations, all fees are due by October 26, 2026. There will be no refunds or course credit for cancellations
after that date. For those who sign up after that date, all fees are due upon registration.

Training Description:
TTPOA believes in bringing in some of the best instructors in the country to share their knowledge and experience. If you
have requests for a specific instructor or course, contact your Regional Director.

https://www.ttpoa.org/staff

